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Grantmaking activities

Now in its ninth year, GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG has invested CHF 10.8 million in its
activities. CHF 10.3 million of this has been used for project support. A total of
40 projects have been approved, 12 of which have a funding volume of less than
CHF 50’000, 22 with funding of between CHF 50’000 and 500°000, and six with
a budget of more than CHF 500°000.

Not all projects meeting the basic support criteria can be provided with financial
support as demand for funding by GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG rises with every year.
This has resulted in a final selection stage for some projects, which are classified
as "approved but not funded”.

Operational expenditure amounted to 7.7% or CHF 0.8 million, CHF 0.3 million of
which went toward project expenditure in initiating, monitoring and networking
tasks. Administrative costs of 4.7% or CHF 0.5 million were spent on ensuring
that the foundation office could carry out central administrative tasks.

GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG publishes all supported projects on its website, which
presents not only the focus of its medium-term grantmaking strategy as areas
of activity, but also detailed information on all projects. This includes the names
of project managers, the sum granted, the proportional sum for individual sup-
port, an appraisal of the project detailing the reasons for making the grant, an
abstract, the project’s status and results. All this information is kept up-to-date
through reports itemizing the separate project stages.

WWW.GRSTIFTUNG.CH

Board of Trustees

Members: Prof. Dr. Rudolf Marty (since 2005; President), Prof. Dr. Marie Theres
Fogen (since 2006), Prof. Dr. Peter Forstmoser (since 1997; Vice-President), Prof.
Dr. Susan Gasser (since 2006), Prof. Dr. Philipp U. Heitz (since 1998), Prof. Dr. Piero
Martinoli (since 2003), Prof. Dr. Carl A. Zehnder (since 1998); former members of
the Board of Trustees: Dr. Theodor Fassler (Founding President 1997-2004), Prof.
Dr. Verena Meyer (1997-2005), Dr. Heinrich Rohrer (1997-2002), Prof. Dr. Hans-
Heinrich Schmid (1997-2005)

Foundation Office

Dr. Philipp Egger, Director; Dr. Pascale Vonmont, Deputy Director; Dr. Franziska
Breuning, Programme Manager Swiss Baltic Net; Jacqueline Grollimund, Project
Controlling; Corinne Burkhardt, Back Office

Committees

General Committee; Nomination Committee; Finance Committee; the
eTeach Advisory Committee; the Baltic States Advisory Committee

External Offices

Accountants: Bourcart Treuhand AG, Basle

Auditor: KPMG AG, Zurich

Bank partner: UBS Global Asset Management, Zurich

Investment controlling: ECOFIN Investment Consulting AG, Zurich
Supervisory Authority: Federal Supervisory Board for Foundations, Berne

Governance of SwissFoundations e
The activities of GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG follow the recommendations of the SWi
Foundation Code. P
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INSTRUCTION: This is a leaflet available at the foundation office. If you can't wait to order it make your own leaflet
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FOUNDATION PURPOSE

The wish of the founder and the concemn of the foundation is to
enhance Switzerland as an economic environment and as a place to
live by promoting scientific projects

Initiatives from the natural, the human and the social sciences can all
make an equal contribution, provided they show a high degree of
originality in subject-matter and methodology, are able to trigger
intellectual and practical impulses in business, politics, education,
technology, medicine or other areas, and thus betoken a material or
immaterial benefit for society.

POSITIONING IN RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

As a private foundation with limited means, GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG endeavours to oc-
cupy niches in science and to fill gaps in the structure and course of research. It seeks
neither to relieve the public sector nor to appear as a free-rider in major projects. Rather,
it is placed in a position, which is especially needful and worthy of support - as a link
between basic research on the one hand and directly applied research on the other. A
notoriously underfunded void exists between these two fields, often referred to as the
“valley of death”. From this knowledge base, but before the specific development of
products and services, the foundation’s mission is to enable research free of economic
constraints and to encourage the pleasure of experimentation which may possibly lead
to useful results, but which cannot yet be presented. GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG aims to
preserve and help mould this scope for manoeuvre.
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SCIENCE AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC

GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG pays special attention to ensuring that the
projects it funds are visible and comprehensible to a broader public
Moreover, regardless of their intrinsic value in research, highly innovative,
experimental and interdisciplinary projects should be able to anticipate
and present possible results and effects. Communicating between the
inherent logic of the sciences and satisfying and supporting a broader
public's need for information and understanding is a central task and
responsibility of GEBERT RUF STIFTUNG
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INTEGRATED APPROACH

The subject of science and the general public is not only significant in
the context of a distinct area of action, but is also generally practised as
an integrated approach in all supported projects. These include three
initiatives: “Lab school”, “Communicating science” and “Object and
science”, in which all support projects participate.




